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A servantds perspe

Dear church family,

Christmas is almost here again. And so it is that we are faced with a choice. Do we celebrate the

Chri st of the season or the season itself? We wi | | be
holidaysbé6. This is the worldés way of staying political
or |l ack of one. From the beginning of time itds never
made it a point to ignore God or to do as little as possible to pacify Him. We need to be diligent in our

efforts to keep Christ in the season. Peopl e wildl do th

This may be by a simple O0merry Christmasdé or a manger sc
much for the world to see as it is to stimulate our own thinking. By doing nothing it becomes easier and
easier each season to forget the reason and the meaning of this joyous occasion. | believe there will

come a time soon when |l egislation is passed to change
entire season into a secul ar celebration. |t wi || l
encroachment 6. I ndi vidual s wi |l still be all owed to cel

sound much different than the way it is done now but the significant difference is the subtle way that
Christ and his birth will be pushed aside. Manger scenes, angels, and other symbols marking this

season as O0Christianeo, may be forbidden. Once agai n, I
church, over the centuries, has had its brightest days during times of persecution. The concern is that

we as Christians stand boldly for what we believe. Thi s
front l awn once itods been outl awed. It means l'iving

behaving in such a way that without any of the celebration, the invisible Christ will be seen in every
believer. | have never known of anyone coming to faith in Christ because they saw a manger scene.
But when an individual, seeking faith, sees the living Christ in you or me, the answer to their dilemma

appears to be at hand. So you see, Christianity isndt
or our rights. Itds about Jesus Christ and the narratiyv
worry when you hear people say oOhappy holidayso. Just

your concern be with your own soul. Keep guard on your own heart. Make sure your daily walk with
Christ, your time spent in his Word, and your fellowship with Him is the focus of your life. When we do
this, there will be a witness that can never be taken away. It has nothing to do with symbols or even
rights. It has to do with Christians living out their faith daily in an authenticate way.

So with that, I bid you a omerry Christmasé,
Pastor Carl
Adult Sunday Home Fellowship Groups
School
Angus- Mondays at 2:00 p.m.
Adjibolosoo - First & Third Monday at 7:00 p.m. l
Adult Wo me n 8 s i V@etinestiay at 7:00 p.m. ’
@g@s Thibodeaux - Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
/ Armstead - Friday @ 7:00 p.m. Youth Night!
Every Wednesday
David Casey See Bulletin or Call Church Office at 7:00 p.m.
leads the study (858.278.2633) for More Information




- :
evangelism

WHICH IS YOUR CHRISTMAS SLOGAN THIS YEAR?

0God, give us the presents we want?§¢6
or
00 God, give uUus your prese

Those of us who choose the latter will be better prepared for any trials or tribulations,
whether in the economy, our personal lives, or from demonic attacks. As difficulties
increase for the average American, more and more folks lose faith in public and private
institutions and decide to give God a try. We may finally be close to a time,
evangelically speaking, when true Christians can go on the offensive without offending
anyone.

Although the Gospel may be an offense to many, this is not an excuse to be offensive.
The apostle Paul gives many examples throughout his epistles of searching for common
ground with his listeners. It is with a small agreement that a larger agreement can be
achieved. Let the Holy Spirit do the convicting while we do the consoling. Share what
the Lord Jesus has done that brings you joy and peace. This is the most powerful
evangelistic tool we have. By our behavior we make known our beliefs.

This Christmas you can buy a bible for someone
the Christian book stores for your loved ones, and pray before you buy! Do everything

this Christmas season with the love and encouragement of the Holy Spirit.

Stay close to Jesus. Bless everyone you meet. If anyone tries to steal your peace and joy,

you can get back at them by blessing them with your love. Nothing defeats bad
behavior better than Godods | ove.

Kee
Chrlst

Chrlstmas




fellowship

Merry Christmas From Your Fellowship Committee!

- They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42

Blessings to One and All!

| want to thank everyone for their contributions for the Sunday snacks!
Celebration Sunday has been a HUGE success thanks to the individual
Home Groups, if you do not belong to a Home Fellowship | encourage

you to join one this coming year.

We have a very long standing tradition coming the

Sunday before Christmas, December 20, will be Sweet . \<los \

Sunday. This is the Sunday where we all bring our most N Q2 &91
» 1) OO

wonderful goodies to share.  The tables are laden with ®® ) /S
fabulous sweets to share. Please plan on bringing
something terrific that day!

Another tradition coming around the corner Sunday, January 3 rd 2010!
Three Church Potluck on Epiphany Sunday. So, please bring a main
dish, a side dish, salad or dessert to share (serving at least 15 or
so...please) and drop it off at the kitchen before the service. The
Epiphany potluck is so much fun, and | personally love tasting the
unusual Korean and Filipino dishes!

So, | pray that each of you have the time to slowly enjoy the blessings
of the Christmas Season. That the love and presence of the Baby Jesus
find itself overflowing in your heart and His spirit and spills over to others
around you.

You are loved. I'm looking forward to next year, 2010!

Sabina for the Fellowship Committee




» MVCEF Events

Council Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 pm
Everyone is invited this year! Come get to know the Leadership of our church! The party

your favorite dish

Gifts to the King
Sunday, December 13, 7:00 pm

please contact Tony DaVee at 619.298.3144.

Lutheran High Hand Bell Choir
Sunday, December 20, during service
Lutheran High Hand Bell Choir will be performing for us during service

Sweet Sunday
Sunday, December 20, after service °
Bring your favorite Christmas Sweets to share with everyone!

wi || be held at Paul & Kathl een Staleyds hol

Join us in celebrating our King! I'f you woul

0

| come, lLet us

Vo /

Christmas Eve Service:
MVCF will again have its Christmas Eve service on the 24 1. The 7:00pm service will
include carols, the lighting of the Christ Candle, and a short Christmas message.

warmth that is Christmas.

S

e 51

i ke

Come join in the spirit of the Lordos birthday

Christmas Eve Celebration:

June Angus will be having Christmas gathering at her house after the Christmas
Eve Service. Join us!




Why Did Jesus Fold the Napkin?

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His resurrection?
The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed over
the face of Jesus, was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes.

The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the napkin was neatly
folded, and was placed at the head of that stony coffin.

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to theéomb and
found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and found Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jeslmsved. She said, 'They have taken the
Lord's body out of the tomb, and Idon't know where they have put him!" Peter and the
other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other disciple outran Peter and got there first. He
stooped and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn't go in. Then Simon
Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linewrappings lying there, while the
cloth that had covered Jesus' head was folded up and lying to the side.

Was that important? Absolutely!
Is it really significant? Yes!
In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have

to understand a little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded
napkin had to do with the Master and Servant, and every Jewish boy

knew this tradition.

When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that
it was exactly the way the master wanted it.

The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just
out of sight, until the master had finished eating, and the servant would

not dare touch that table, until the master was finished.

Now if the master were done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe
his fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up that
napkin and toss it onto the table.

The servant would then know to clear the table. For in those days, the
wadded napkin meant, 'I'm done'.

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid
it beside his plate, the servant would not dare touch the table, because...

The folded napkin meant, 'I'm coming back!

He is Coming Back!!



Christmas

Secular or Christian? What is the background of Christmas? Is it Christian to celebrate?

First, the Christan:-Mat t hew and Luke chronicle the ev
birth. Christmas comes from two wor@siristes maeskeh is the mass of Christ. The
Catholic Church originated the celebration, in the Christian Mass. Three wise and wealthy
kings from the east visit the baby Jesus, whose birth was foretold to them as mentioned in the
book of Luke, and bring gifts, the first gesture of Christian/Christmas giving. Saint Nicholas, a
Christian priest named a Saint by the Catholic Church in the 9th century, around 300 A. D.,
was of good means who traveled and left gifts with those who took him in, after dark, when
they were asleep.

Now the Secular:Before Christ, many cultures celebrated the winter solstice, the shortest day
of the year, December 21, in Europe, as turning the corner or shorter days. Balkans honorec

their sun godods birth on December 25. Lat
celebrated Saturn, the agriculture god. Unable to prevent this pagan celebration, the Church i
Rome 300 years after Jesusod6 | ife adopted

birth; the Feast of the Nativity.

What about the symbols associated with ChristmasChristmas trees either began in
Germany in medieval times, or evergreens as a symbol of life in the celebration of Saturn, th
sun god. It depends on who you believe. In the 1600s, trees were lit, and were decorated wit
ornaments created by German glassblowers. Yule logs were thought to bring luck when burne
at home on Christmas Eve. A tree parasite, mistletoe, was believed by Druid priests to protec
homes from evil when cut and placed over the doorway. Candy canes, were rewards for goo
children, and were also used to keep them quiet during church services. In the early 1900s, tt
leader of an English choir curved the white canes and put red stripes on them. Wreaths? A
symbol of Advent, they have a Lutheran origin from Eastern Germany. The evergreens
represent immortality, the roundness speak
could be angels, three kings, or Santa Claus. Santa Claus was an adaptation of Saint Nichol
which after Dutch translation became Santa Klass, which then became Santa Claus.

No one knows for certain what month or day Jesus was born; most estimates place it in the
latter half of the year. Accounts of both biblical anebiimical records point to a birth year
of 4 B.C.

Pagan origins, symbol i sm, commercial i smé
contention by the Protestant reformers centuries ago; it is no wonder people are divided ovet
the celebration of his birth. Should we as Christians celebrate this season? Some biblic:
references used to support celebrating seem a stretch, but MaBk $28fs to work. In

short it says to love the Lord with all of your mind and strength and to love your neighbor as
yourself. Using these guideposts tolceleat e Chri st mas, we ar e tri

May God bless Jean Fortanas oo
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Christmas Memoly
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4, The year was 1944 and | was nine years old. World War Il was the center of
4, everyoneds |ife. For the first ti me

4, the movie house was positive 8 the allies were winning!

That Christmas was especially happy for me as my father was discharged from
the Army for medical reasons and my favorite uncle had returned from the
Pacific where he had been wounded helping push back the Japanese island

by i sl and. I foll owed the Mari nesd
Saturday at the movies.

Christmas Eve traditions in our family began with a party for the workers at our
hotel. The place closed down at 6:00 PM and everyone gathered in our
banquet room for food, gift giving, and singing. Our neighbor who owned the
furniture store in town always attended and played piano. We all gathered
around the piano and sang carols and other popular Yuletide songs. People
began drifting away so we could attend our various church services: the
Protestants at 8:00 and the Catholics at midnight.

After church we bundled up and drove
always had open house on Christmas Eve. There | joined with the cousins trying

girl cousins, but | stood steadfast with a little pushing and shoving and getting

to sit next to him.

until it was time for those to attend Midnight Mass. Those of us, who were not
going to Mass, joined together in the living room around the piano and sang

ClLLLLeLeeee e e el eed

& songs, both popular and Christmas. The

4 for Christmasod6 which was very moving
4, uncle, or friend somewhere overseas in Europe or the Pacific they wished were
4, Wwith them then. The song dragged down into silence as the thoughts were on

those who would never return. My Marine uncle interrupted the sadness with
Y the thought that the war would soon be over because we were winning!

After Mass the family gathered to exchange gifts. We children were the
receivers of the most, but the one | treasured most was a wallet my uncle gave
me. It was the best gift | had ever received. After Christmas | left it in its box
and vowed never to use it for anything more than a reminder of the best
Christmas of my young life.
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December BIRTHDAYS

Daniel Kingsbury - 06
Steve Brunson - 10
Kira Brennan - 11
Elaine Morgan - 13
Jim Ryer - 14
Chuck Ellerbee -17
Ronda Adams -21
Roger McCollough - 21
Don Brennan - 22
Brenda Casey - 23
Christina Jacobs - 24
Kaden Baker - 24
Ed Clark - 25
Betty Thomas - 27
Heuldana Agiro - 30
Richard Herron - 31

December
ANNIVERSARIES

Mike and Janetta Stephen - 02
Mike and Terri Loren - 09
Tom and Inez Richley - 26

Doug and Margi Eno - 27

MVCF Events
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Join us for the

Pastor 0s

Wednesday, December 9
10:00 a.m.

=
#,
-~
#
.
.
.
.
7
=
#,
-
#
.
.
7
>3
-
#
.
.
7
=
#,
=
#,
-~
#
.
.
-

DECEMBER NIGHTS

(aka oChri st mas
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December 4 & 5 approximately 7:00 p.m.

December 6 at 5:00 p.m.

(No traffic, lots of seats available!)

Jennifer, Caleb & Hannah French, Kelley
Kingsbury and Chuck Ellerbee

will be singing
In the Christmas Tree Story
At the Organ Pavilion

This Is A Huge Living Christmas Tree

Choral Event Presented
by Del Cerro Baptist Church

Mark Your Calendar Now!
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PAPER BAG
LUMINARIAS

Lead your family and friends to your
house this holiday with luminarias
celebrating Jesus’ birth.

WHAT Y0 NEED!

« Pencil

« Brown paper lunch bags

« Hole punch, tack or pushpin
« Sand

« Votive candles or tea lights

WHAT Y0u DO:

@ Draw a simple picture,
word or symbol of Jesus’
birth on the bag; for
example, a star, a manger,
a heart, alamb, a wise
man or the word “JOY.”

@ Using a hole punch or push-
pin, punch holes along the
drawing, leaving a little
space between each hole.
Punch all the way through
both sides of the bag so
you end up with the same
design on both sides when
the bag is opened. When
using a pin, place a piece
of cardboard under the
bag or work on carpet so
nothing gets damaged.

© Open the bag and fill each
luminaria with about two
inches of sand. Then sink
a votive candle or tea light
in the center of the sand.

OPlace the luminarias
along a walk, patio or
porch. Have an adult
light the candles.

JUST FOR KIDS

%dm%fé%

A new baby brings joy and the anticipation of what he or she
will grow up to become. Jesus’ birth was miraculous, but His
life was prophesied and planned by God.

Unscramble the words below, matching them to their correct spelling. Then
use the numbers to fill in the correct words to complete Luke 1:32-33 (NIV).

12. taerg he 2. noS forever
8. eh Jacob 11. seouh end
13. gHhi  father 5. northe Son
7. abvid give 1. roevefr house
10. bocJa great 6. dingmok throne
3. reafth High 9. den kingdom
4, vieg David
“He will be and will be called the
12 2
of the Most - . The Lord God will
4
him the of his ,
5 3 7

and will reign over the
8 11

of will

10

; his
1 6
e P 53935 NIV
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December calendar

Tues Dec 1 Prayer Meetin'

\Wed 2 Youth Group - 7:00 p.m. Women's Study - 7:00 p.m.

Thurs 3 Thibodeaux' Home Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.

Fri 4 Bunco/Potluck 6:00 p.m. - Armstead Home Fellowship 7:00 p.m.

Sat 5 Women's Breakfast 9:00 a.m.

Sun Dec 6 Adult Sunday School - 8:30 a.m. Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Kearny Mesa Convalescent Visit - 2:00 p.m.

Mon 7 June Angus' Home Fellowship- 2:00 p.m.
Adjibolosoo Home Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.

Wed 9 Pastor's Coffee Club- 10:00 a.m. - Youth Group - 7:00 p.m.
Women's Study- 7:00 p.m.

Thurs 10 Thibodeaux' Home Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.

Fri 11 Armstead's Home Fellowship- 7:00 p.m.

Sat 12 God's Extended Hand- 8:00 a.m.

Sun Dec 13 Adult Sunday School - 8:30 a.m. Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Immanuel Convalescent Visit - 2:00 p.m.
Gift's to the King - 7:00 p.m.

Mon 14 June Angus' Home Fellowship- 2:00 p.m.

Tues 15 Prayer Meetin' - 7:00 p.m.

Wed 16 Youth Group - 7:00 p.m. Women's Study - 7:00 p.m.

Thurs 17 Thibodeaux' Home Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.

Fri 18 Armstead's Home Fellowship- 7:00 p.m.

Sat 19 Open

Sun Dec 20 Adult Sunday School - 8:30 a.m. Worship - 9:30 a.m.

Mon 21 June Angus' Home Fellowship- 2:00 p.m.
Adjibolosoo Home Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.

Wed 23 Open

Thurs 24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.

Fri 25 Christmas

Sat 26 Open

Sun Dec 27 Adult Sunday School - 8:30 a.m. Worship - 9:30 a.m.

Mon 28 June Angus' Home Fellowship- 2:00 p.m.

Tues 29 prayer Meetin' 7:00 p.m.

Wed 30 youth Group 7:00 p.m.

Thurs 31 Thibodeaux' Home Fellowshify:00 p.m.

To view the complete MVCF calendar, govtaw.servants4jesus.commnd click onCalendar of Events
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& Mission Village
Py Christian Fellowship

i You are invited to worship with us each week and to accompany your
* children as they participate in our Church School program.

4- We are a family church and serve every age:
AUIE CIASS ..t 8:30 a.m.
Coffee FelloWShIP ...oc.ooiiiiee e 9:00 a.m.

Wor ship & Chil dr end.s..Sunda.y...S.ch30 am.
* (Coffee Fellowship Following Worship)

Nursery and toddler care is available
during Worship Service and Sunday School

Staff and Leadership

[T (0] SO PROPPPPPP Carl N. Baker
.ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE CONGREGATIO
...Russ Armstead
....... Tony DaVee
..Chris French
Paul Staley
............................................................................................... Carl Jensen
WOTShIP LEAUET ..ottt e s Paul Staley
Counseling MINIStry  ....oceoiieiiieie e Janetta Stephen
YOULN PASIOr ..ooiiieieie et Caleb Hummel
Administrative ASSIStaNt  ......cccceeiie e Ronda Adams

e e e B e B B B e B B B e e B B B e

T e B et i e
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Mission Village Christian Fellowship
2650 Melbourne Drive

San Diego, CA 921-3536

OPublished Monthlybd

Issue No. 1209

Council Members

;& Moderator Ned Peek
vip Clerk Rosannah Kingsbury
wip Financial Secretary Tony DaVee

Treasurer June McCollough

\]

Lk

;& Finance Kathleen Staley

e Children's Ministry Carrie Stinson

;# Youth Ministry Luke Jacobs
Adult Ministry Scott Fiori
Stewardship Gene House
Fellowship Sabina Adjibolosoo
Missions Brenda Casey
Evangelism Service

TIME VALUED MATERIAL
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