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A servant’s perspective 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I am still reeling from our vacation to Colorado. Having lived there for nine years didn’t take away 

from any of the experiences. There is nothing like the Rocky Mountains. We drove to the top of 

Mount Evens, the highest paved road in North America boasting a summit over 14,000 feet. You can 

see the world from there as well as Rocky Mountain Big Horn sheep and beautiful Mountain goats. 

We traveled to Cripple Creek, the old Colorado gold mining town, and took a steam engine train ride 

to view the old mines. Then we spent a day going through Rocky Mountain National Park. We saw 

beautiful elk, deer and of course the majestic scenery. It was almost too much to take in. Then it was 

on the plane and back home. As we landed in San Diego, the flight attendant welcomed us to 

Hawaii. I assumed she was joking and not confused. I’ve always thought that San Diego was the 

place people from Hawaii come for vacation. It doesn’t get much better.  
 

Now it’s time to segue into a brief lesson. No matter where you go or how beautiful it is, it’s always 

good to be home, especially when you live in such a wonderful place. However, the apostle Paul felt 

different about it. He never felt at home no matter where he was. This earth just didn’t cut it for him. 

He once said, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ”. (Philippians 3:20 NIV) 

I’m sure much of that was due to the oppression and persecution that he experienced in his day. But 

this whole idea begs to ask another question. Where is our heart? Are we so enthralled with this life 

that thoughts of the next are pushed back in our minds as an eventuality that we’re hoping will be 

postponed as long as possible? Or, do we long to be with Jesus? I think it all depends. Perhaps it 

depends on how well we know Him and how deeply we love Him. When you are away from 

someone you love deeply, you can’t wait to see them again. The phone calls are good, and if you 

have video messaging like “Skype” it’s even better. But it’s still not the same. You can’t wait to 

embrace them and talk face to face.  
 

Now I come to the place in this article that I must face the reality of what I’m writing in connection 

to my own life. I have to admit that I like the idea of living a realllllly long time. But I’m believing 

and hoping that I will experience a change in this as I learn to love Him more. And this isn’t 

something that I expect to happen by osmosis. I have got to make a daily effort to keep the 

relationship growing. God never moves. We move away or closer. So, as I travel this earth my plan 

is that my heart gets closer and closer to home so when I get there, there will be few surprises.  
 

Let’s keep moving forward. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 It's easy to play any musical instrument: all you have to do is touch the right key at the right time 

and the instrument will play itself. Johannes Sebastian Bach  

 

 I know I am getting better at golf because I am hitting fewer spectators. Gerald R. Ford  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johannesse404321.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/geraldrfo100542.html
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True Grace 

For some reason we struggle with grace.  

Maybe it’s because we can't handle the idea that forgiveness is a gift based not on our good works, 

but on THE Good work of Jesus. I can see where this would be a problem for those who are opposed 

to Jesus' claims. It seems unconscionable to say that anyone, and I do mean ANYONE, can go to 

heaven simply by receiving the free gift of salvation. This could be hard to swallow since many of us 

have the "at least I'm not as bad as that guy" mentality. We think "Really? Well, what about the really 

bad people like Hitler or Mussolini? I mean they can't really be going to the same place as....me 

right?" It does pose an interesting question. 

Grace can also be a major problem for those who do follow Jesus. It seems that the majority of 

Christians genuinely believe that Jesus died for their sins and that because of this we are no longer 

hell bound or disconnected from a relationship with God. But for some reason this mindset often gets 

lost in all the mud and murk of works based religion. We think "Okay, I am saved by grace through 

faith. Now I need to really put on the happy face and good works if I am ever going to make this faith 

thing work." However good intentioned one may, be this mentality tends to breed a very self-focused 

agenda, one in which we are constantly evaluating our daily lives making sure that we don't mess up 

too much. I really don't think that this is the vision Paul had of the church when he wrote Ephesians. 

"For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;  

it is the gift of God..." Ephesians 2:8 ESV 

He reminds the church in Ephesus that they were saved by God's grace  (undeserved favor) through 

faith (trust) in Jesus Christ. He then goes on to say that "it" (salvation) is the gift of God.  Simple? 

Very. Almost too simple for many people to accept. But notice who is in focus here? God.                 

The reality is that because of the Lord's amazing work on the cross any, and all people can be saved. 

The second any of us, whether believers or not, begin focusing on ourselves or others' work as a basis 

for salvation is the second that we miss the whole point of the good news. It is not about us at all. It 

is all about Him. We don't need to take a bath before we come to Jesus. He meets each of us where 

we are, dirty and utterly dependent on Him. 

Some of you may be thinking "Okay I totally understand that. We are saved by grace through faith. 
But after that we need some good ol' fashion religion to keep us on track. We need to make sure and 
pray at least three times a day, and monitor how much time we spend in Bible reading versus how 

much time we spend doing other things.” But the reality is that this is a completely un-biblical view. 

Believe it or not Jesus did not come to give us a list of what not to do. He came to set us free from 
hopeless attempts to be made right with God (Galatians 5:1), and from the very power of sin, or 
rebellion against God, itself (Romans 6:5-7). He came to make us new people (2 Corinthians 5:17) who 
no longer have a nature that gravitates towards sin, but who share in the very nature of God (2 Peter 
1:4). We also naturally crave righteousness (Romans 6:18). The commands that Jesus had for 

believers were simple: "Love one another as I have loved you" (John 13:34). 

Continued on next page 
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He even came to set us free from self-improvement lists.  

Do you remember The Law? It was the KING of self-improvement lists. All that the Jews had 
to do to find out what not to do was take a look at the Ten Commandments.  The Law 
showed God's perfect standard, and just how far short everyone fell of this standard. It 
continues to show the sinfulness of mankind so that all can see their total and utter need for 
Jesus (Galatians 3:19). But it was never God's intention to make us fulfill it on our own. Yes, 

Jesus even fulfilled the requirements of the Law for us: 

"...in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not 

live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit." Romans 8:4 

Notice the words "fully met." Pretty amazing huh? This isn't a partial deal.  

So why do we create check lists? Because we are afraid of grace. We are afraid to admit that 
the good news of Jesus Christ crucified, dead, buried, and resurrected is actually.....GOOD! 

The work of Christ is enough for our salvation. It is even enough for our holy living. 

When we believe in Christ we become new creations. We become slaves to righteousness 
who walk according to, and are led by, the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:4, 8:14). Jesus who is our 
very life (Colossians 3:4) empowers us to live Godly lives. We don't need lists. We have the 
Holy Spirit living in us offering to be our guide and our helper (John 15:26). Who needs lists 

when we have Jesus? The same grace that saves us, leads us.  

God took a chance with grace. He made it so that salvation was all because of Jesus' 
amazing work. This of course means that it can be abused when we willfully live a life of sin. 
But abuse of grace does not change the power of Christ's redeeming work in our lives. God's 
New Covenant (Agreement) with mankind is that all who come to Him through Jesus are 
totally and completely forgiven and cleansed from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). The 
believers sins have been totally forgotten (Hebrews 10:17), and will stay that way. God 
never leaves us, and even becomes our intimate Daddy (Hebrew 13:5, Romans 8:15). He 

even lets us share in His nature. Pretty cool isn’t it? 

God's plan for us is grace from start to finish. It is not "cheap" as some would say; it cost 
Jesus everything. But it is free for us, and it is the true grace talked about in the Holy 

Scriptures.  

If you are searching for meaning know this: You are loved and Jesus is the way to the 
meaning you desire. If you have found Jesus then don’t forget the grace that has saved you. 
Fix your thoughts on Jesus, and let Him lead you by His love and power. Let’s show the 

world why we celebrate the good news. 

  

Continued  from previous page 
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Mark your calendars ~ Women’s Retreat 2012 

 

Stay tuned for more information... 
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Mark your calendars for May 11-13, 2012 

Family Camp 2012 

See Scott Fiori to start a payment plan 

“Not what we say about our 

blessings, but how we use them, is 

the true measure of our 

thanksgiving.” 
     

                —W.T. Purkiser 

Serra Mesa Food Pantry 

Open Wednesdays and the Second Saturday of each month 

10:00—2:00 p.m.  

Wednesday Evenings 

“Life is short, and we have never too much time for gladdening the hearts of those 
who are traveling the ... journey with us. O be swift to love, make haste to be kind!” 
 

      —Henri Frederic Amiel 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 
 
 
 

David Casey 
leads the study and 

discussion. 
We meet Sundays in the  

Fellowship Hall from  
8:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday,  
August 10, 2011 

10:00 a.m. 
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S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

 1 2 
 
 

3 
10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 
Noon—Friendship 
Lunch—MVCF 
7 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Beach Night 

4 5 
6:30 p.m. Bunco 

6 

7 
8:30 a.m. Adult         
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Worship  
3:00 p.m. Kearny 
Mesa Convalescent 
Visit 

8 
 

9 
7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
7 p.m. Council Mtg. 

10 
10 a.m. Pastor’s 
Coffee Club 
10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 
Noon—Friendship 
Lunch—MVCF 
7 p.m. Youth Group 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8 a.m. God’s 
Extended Hand 

10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 

14 
8:30 a.m. Adult         
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Worship  
 

15 
 

16 
7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
 

17 
10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 
Noon—Friendship 
Lunch—MVCF 
7 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Beach Night 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
7:30 a.m.  
Men’s Breakfast 

21 
8:30 a.m. Adult         
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Worship  

 
       

 

22 
 

23 
7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

24 
10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 
Noon—Friendship 
Lunch—MVCF 
7 p.m. Youth Group 
 

Beach Night 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
8:30 a.m. Adult         
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Worship  
 

 

29 
 

30 
7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

31 
10-2 p.m.  
SM Food Pantry 
Noon—Friendship 
Lunch—MVCF 
 

Beach Night 
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 Mission Village Christian Fellowship 
 

You are invited to worship with us each week and to accompany your 

children as they participate in our Church School program.  

 

We are a family church and serve every age: 

 

Adult Class ......................................................................................... 8:30 a.m. 

Coffee Fellowship ............................................................................. 9:00 a.m. 

Worship & Children’s Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m. 

(Coffee Fellowship Following Worship) 

 

Nursery and toddler care is available  

during Worship Service and Sunday School 
 

  

Staff and Leadership 
 

Pastor …………………………………………………………….….Carl N. Baker 

Youth Pastor ................................................................................. Andy Nelson 

Administrative Assistant   ......................................................... Ronda Adams 

Elders .......................................................................................... Russ Armstead 

                                                                                              Tony DaVee 

                                                                                                       Chris French 

                                                                                                       Carl Jensen 
 

Worship Leader ………………………………….……….………..….Paul Staley 

Counseling Ministry ……………………………………..…….Janetta Stephen 

Nursery Attendant ......................................................... Selassie Adjibolosoo 

Mission Village Christian Fellowship 

2650 Melbourne Drive 
San Diego, CA  92123-3536 
“Published Monthly” 

TIME VALUED MATERIAL 

Council Members 
 
Moderator  Ned Peek 

Pastor   Carl Baker 

Clerk   Jennifer French 

Financial Secretary Tony DaVee 

Treasurer  June McCollough 

Children’s Ministry Michelle Cook 

Youth Ministry  Luke Jacobs 

Adult Ministry  Scott Fiori 

Stewardship  Gene House 

Fellowship  Jenny Fiori 

Service   Ronda Adams 

Missions  Janetta Stephens 

Evangelism  Brenda Casey 

 


